
Term 2, 2018

Dear Parents, 
We hope that you and your family had an enjoyable 
Easter break! It is great to see the students back 
refreshed and ready to learn! As we enter Term 2 your 
child should continue to develop more independence in 
their school routine, such as packing their own bags, 
changing their take-home books and remembering notices 
or lunch orders. 
Each term the teaching teams at CHPS put together termly 
newsletters as a way of involving you in your child’s 
education. We hope you take the time to read about what 
your child will be learning this term, excursions and 
general reminders to help keep our level running 
smoothly. 

From the Junior School Teachers

Back in the Day! 
Our integrated unit for Term 2 is ‘Back in the Day’. 

Students will explore a range of historical 

concepts, including family, local community and 
Australian histories. They will begin to develop a 

vocabulary to describe changes over time, and 
made comparisons from ‘then’ to ‘now’.  

Students will also investigate significant events of 
the past, such as the history of our Indigenous 

people and ANZAC Day, and learn about the 
importance of recognising and commemorating 

these aspects of our broader history. 

 This unit will be supported with our excursion to 

Mont de Lancey Historical Homestead. 

APRIL 
23rd: Mont de Lancey 
 (JKL, JTC, JMP & half of DS) 
24th: Stagestruck 
25th: ANZAC day 
27th: Incursion: Power of One 
30th: Mont de Lancey  
(JKG, JJC, JKG & half of DS)

 
JUNE: 

12th: Curriculum Day 
22nd: Reports Open 
27th: 3 Way Conferences 
29th: Last day of term  
(1:30pm finish)

THANK YOU! 
A big thank you to all the parents 
who have volunteered their time 

to assist in their child’s 
classroom. This is an excellent 
opportunity to connect with the 

school, and show your child your 
support for their learning.  

If you would like to volunteer, 
please speak with your child’s 

teacher. We would love parent 
helpers for both Reading and 

Maths sessions!

Important Dates for the Junior School    
MAY 

3rd: Mont de Lancey 
(JLS, JJM & JJL) 
8th: Maths Parent Information Night 
21st: Book Fair 
22nd: Open Afternoon & Evening



Literacy 
This term students will continue to explore a variety of different text types including during 

classroom reading and writing sessions, including recounts, letters, information reports, 
narratives, biographies and poetry. Many of the texts we read and create will be linked to 

our “Back in the Day” inquiry unit.  

Our literacy sessions begin with whole-class learning where we read or write together, with a 
specific learning focus. Individual needs are met through small group work or individual 

conferences with the teacher during independent work. Most sessions conclude with a whole-
class celebration and sharing of our learning.  

  
We encourage students to read the levelled take home books provided by their classroom 

teacher. These books give students the opportunity to develop their sight vocabulary, 
fluency and comprehension of texts at an independent reading level. Remember, it is very 
important to read a variety of literature WITH and TO your child, even when they can read a 
growing number of texts by themselves. The best thing you can do to support their learning is 

read together every night, and promote a love of books and stories.  
  

Please speak to the classroom teacher if you have any concerns or 
questions regarding your child’s progress in literacy. 



Maths 

In Mathematics this term, students will continue to focus 

heavily on developing their understanding of Number 

concepts.  

Areas of investigation will include Place Value, the four 

Operations, Money and Financial Maths, and Fractions and 

Decimals. Students will also learn about a range of 

Measurement and Statistics concepts.  

Throughout all lessons, a key teaching point will be on 

exposing students to real life applications of maths and how 

maths connects to all aspects of life. Students will be 

provided with rich learning opportunities through open-

ended tasks and supported to use a range of problem 

solving strategies to demonstrate their understandings.. 

At home you can assist your child to further develop their 

understanding of mathematics by participating in activities 

such as : board, card and strategy games, cooking together, 

practising skip counting, allowing him/her to help with the 

shopping and telling the time.

Lunch Orders 
Just a reminder that Monday lunch orders can only 

be accepted online. Occasionally, the blue bags 
used for students’ lunch orders need to be wiped 

out or washed.  
Please check your child’s school bag and lunch 

boxes for uneaten food or spilt drinks.  



Junior Homework Policy 
Reading take home books and practising Magic 
Words every night is an expectation for Junior 

Students at Croydon Hills P.S and this task should only 

take 20 – 30 minutes. Your child should be bringing 
home levelled texts as directed by their teacher and 
these books should be relatively easy and enjoyable 
for your child to read. When reading together, be 

patient and talk about the text with your child.  

Reading Eggs and Mathletics are excellent tools to 
help your child further their learning at home. 

Uniform 

As we get closer to winter and the 

cold sets in 
we ask you to please 

ensure you child
 is co

ming to 

scho
ol with a

ppropriate clothing
. 

Students s
hould have a jumper 

and long pants o
n the

se cold days.  

All clo
thing

 and belongings sho
uld 

be  cle
arly named. If lost, ch

eck 

lost property and the child
’s 

classro
om.

Investigative Learning (I.L.) 
Our students continue to enjoy the hands-on nature and 

creative exploration of our Investigative Learning sessions.  

I.L. uses the students’ interests as a catalyst for 
engagement, motivation and skill instruction. These are then 
used as a springboard to facilitate further understandings 

in the areas of English, maths and social development.  

With new topics this term and the student’s interests ever 
changing, I.L. is always fresh and exciting!



Croydon Hills is doing  
our part in saving  
paper by sending  

notices home through  

Compass.  
Please be sure to check  

your homepage for regular 
updates and notices.  

If you would like paper  
copies sent home,  

talk to your classroom  
teacher. 

Please remember that the Junior School have two 
playground areas to use during school hours. One is 

near the double Junior classroom (JKL & JTC), and the 
other is on the Junior Oval.  

The Junior students are not to play on the equipment in 
the Foundation areas; this playground is strictly for 

Foundation students only. 

Please note: If your child is playing on the equipment 
after school, parental supervision is always required. 
The gates exiting the Junior areas of the school are 

locked at 3:45pm.

Playground

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Croydon Hills Primary 
School is excited to be participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of 
the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a 

personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 7 September 2018. 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 

their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 
books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed 
by the Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online 

Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to appear on the 
Honour Roll, please provide consent to this event on Compass. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for 
more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, 

visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

Premier’s Reading Challenge

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Physical Education 
Term 2 in Physical Education takes us outdoors when the weather permits. We are doing 

Soccer and Hockey this term. The students will be having a Soccer Clinic for 4 weeks 
through the instruction of a highly qualified Soccer Coach, thank you to the Federal 

Sporting Schools fund. Just a reminder to parents could you please make sure once again 
this term, that the children wear their sports uniform to their PE lessons. This is mainly for 

the girls so, they can wear their shorts/pants and polo top rather than their dress and 
school shoes. Also if parents could please make sure that all children have their drink 

bottle with them during their PE lessons, even during the colder days, as they do become 
quite active and warm. Running Club has started with Mr Purcell and Miss Gommers every 

Tuesday at lunchtime leaving from the main oval. The run is inside the school boundaries. It 
would be great for the children to start running to get used to the distance.  The Junior 
House Cross Country isn’t until Term 4, but it’s great to start working on their endurance.  

Science 
This term in the Junior school, the students will be studying a Physical Science unit called 

‘Push-Pull’. Throughout this unit the students will explore how different strengths of pushes 
and pulls affect the movement of objects in predictable ways. They will examine how an 
object’s form can affect how it moves in water, air and on the ground, and how this can 

influence its use. Students will also investigate how objects float and how gravity acts on an 
object. Throughout the year, the students will cover two areas of Science: Biology and 

Physical science. If you would like to know which topics are being covered, the posters are 
displayed on the outside window of the Science room.

Performing Arts 
This Term in Music, Junior students will create and perform music using their voices, body 
percussion, marimbas, percussion and the other many and varied classroom instruments. 

They will learn and create dances, play games, perform and create ostinatos, listen to and 
discuss various styles of music and begin to read and write notation. We will sing songs in 
rounds and learn songs related to what is being taught in the classroom. Where possible, 
we will use music technology to compose music and consolidate theory and aural training.  

This year I wanted to try and increase performance opportunities for the younger 
students at CHPS so I am going to organise an assembly performance for each Junior 

class. Classes will perform in pairs and parents will be notified via email when their child 
is performing.  

Junior Rockers Instrumental Lessons:  
Lessons take place every Tuesday and we have a large number of students involved again 
this year It is important to check the timetable each week as lesson times do change from 
time to time. If you have any queries don’t hesitate to call Junior Rockers on 1300 GO ROCK 

(1300 46 7625) or email them at info@juniorrockers.com

From the Specialists…

mailto:info@juniorrockers.com
mailto:info@juniorrockers.com


Visual Arts 
In Term 2 students will be investigating concepts in colour theory such as: mixing secondary 
colours, warm and cool groups as well as new painting skill/techniques, pattern exploration 

while creating an animal painting. 
  

It is a requirement in art that all students have an art smock. This does not need to be a 
store bought smock; an old jumper or t-shirt will suffice, as its main purpose is to protect 

students’ clothes from paint and other materials. 

L.O.T.E. (Indonesian) 
This term in LOTE, Junior students will learn vocabulary about school including five 
classroom objects, classroom instructions, days of the week and they will practise 
numbers to 20 and colours. They will learn how to say their eye colour and practise 

singing a new song.  

We are planning to have lots of fun as we learn Indonesian this semester!

Snapshots of Junior School!



Junior Students have the opportunity to join a club in Term 2! 
Sign up sheets for Coding Club and Animation Club will be up in Week 3 (Year 

2’s only due to limited technology devices), Maths Club is via teacher 
invitation, and the other clubs will be open to anyone interested.  

Please encourage your child to get involved- learn a new  
skill AND make a new friend!


