
 

 

Key Dates for Term 4
October 
Friday 20th - General Assembly 
Friday 20th - Year 2 Sleepover 
Tuesday 24th - Taskworks excursion (JBJ, JKL, JJC, JMP)  
Thursday 26th - Taskworks excursion (JSY, JJO, JTC, JKS, JLS)  
 
November: December: 
Thursday 2nd - Music Count Us In Friday 1st - Presentation Assembly  
Friday 3rd - Presentation Assembly Tuesday 5th - Pizza and Slushy Day 
Monday 6th - Curriculum Day Wednesday 13th - Parent Helpers 
Morning Tea  
Tuesday 7th.- Melbourne Cup Day Wednesday 13th - Christmas Carols  
Wednesday 8th - Cup Day Special Lunch Thursday 14th - Junior House Sports  
Friday 17th. - General Assembly Friday 15th - Meet The 2018 Teacher  
Wednesday 22nd - JSC Colour Run Friday 15th - General Assembly

Dear Parents, 
Welcome back for the final term of 2017! The first three terms have absolutely flown 
by - it’s amazing to think that we’ve only got one term left! We trust that you all had a 
wonderful holiday break and it’s great to see the students back at school and very 
excited about term 4.
This term, all Junior classes will continue to strongly promote learning environments 
that aim to improve resilience, initiative and independence. Looking ahead to 2018, 
half of our level are close to moving up to Year 3 and the Middle School, and the 
other half are soon to become our Year 2 ‘leaders’ of the Junior School, so it is 
important that levels of independence and the ability to solve problems by themselves 
continue to grow.
Please take the time to read through the Junior School newsletter, the weekly school 
newsletters and also regularly check Compass, as they all  
contain important information of what we have  
planned for a great final term of 2017!
Thank you,



 
Reminders

Sun Smart 
All students must wear hats whenever 
they are outside. Students without 
hats are to play under the cover 
outside the library. 
Student Belongings 
Please ensure all student belongings 
(clothing, toys, etc.) are clearly 
labelled, and encourage your child to 
be responsible for their belongings.
Rubbish Free Lunch 
We ask that all students endeavour to 
reduce the amount of rubbish they 
bring to school. Any rubbish brought 
to school will return home in student 

Christmas Activities 

Leading up to the holiday period, we 
will be incorporating Christmas 
themed activities as part of our 
regular classroom work.
If, for religious or other reasons, you 
do not wish for your child to 
participate in these activities, please 
speak to your classroom teacher as 
soon as possible. 



 



 
English

Writing: In writing, we will continue to focus on writing in a range of genres, including 
recounts, narratives, poetry and explanations.  We will be learning how to think of 
ideas, organise our ideas, include interesting words and phrases and use punctuation 
correctly. Students will continue to engage in the writing process, which includes 
planning /brainstorming, drafting, editing and revising, and publishing.

Reading: This term we will continue to focus on the main reading comprehension 
strategies; predicting, visualising, asking questions, inferring, summarising, and 
looking at text structure. We will also be building our fluency and expression and 
expanding our vocabulary through reading. Please continue to discuss the books you 
read with your child, asking them questions while they are reading, encouraging them 
to make predictions about the story and retelling or summarising the main ideas after 
reading.

Speaking and Listening: We will continue to focus on our speaking and listening skills 
through developing attentive listening skills, asking thoughtful questions and learning 
how to participate effectively in group conversations. This term, we will also do a short 

Mathematics

Number and Algebra: We will focus on the four operations, and further develop student 
understanding of fractions, decimals and percentages. Students will undertake a range 
of open-ended tasks that allow them to display their own strategies and problem 
solving skills.

Measurement and Geometry: Students will learn about shape, geometric properties of 
shapes and objects, perimeter and area, and time.

Statistics and Probability: This term students will complete an open-ended task that 
allows them to demonstrate their understanding of data collection and representation, 
and most importantly, interpretation and making sense of the data.

Our maths lessons will be strongly linked to our Integrated topic ‘Move It, Make It’ and 
students will explore STEM-based activities to promote real world connections. 
Students are always encouraged to be ‘risk takers’ and show a growth mindset 



 
Integrated Studies - Move It, Make It!

This term, the Junior School will be exploring a new unit 
called ‘Move It, Make It’.

Students will be given opportunities to explore STEM-
based learning tasks and use different tools, equipment 
and materials to create designed solutions for a range of 
problems and contexts, as well as providing students with 
authentic learning opportunities to become critical users of 
technologies.

Students will undertake the steps of ‘creating designed 
solutions’; investigating, generating, producing and 
evaluating - learning important transferable life skills. 
Through early engagement/tuning in, students will 
develop ‘big questions’ and choose an area of focus for 
further exploration / taking action.

The excursion to Taskworks will support this learning by 
providing students with an environment in which they 
could 'get back to basics' - talk and work with each other 
and use their bodies and their minds in different activities. 
Taskworks motto is 'complete, solve, create' and students 

Investigative Learning (I.L.)

Our Investigative Learning program is already 
in full swing this term! Students are 
continuing to consolidate their ability to 
persist with their ideas, work co-operatively in 
a team and take responsibility for their 
learning.
 
Our integrated topic ‘Move It, Make It’ 
connects perfectly with I.L. as it builds on the 
students’ ability to design, investigate and 
self-initiate learning tasks. 

With design being the focus this term, box 
construction and paper craft are set to 



 
Parent Helpers

A huge THANK YOU to all the parents, grandparents and other family members who 
have volunteered in the Junior School over the previous three terms! With another 
busy term coming up we would appreciate any help you can offer. As each teacher 
requires assistance at different times and ways, please speak with your child’s teacher 
for more information. To help commemorate the time, assistance and positive 
contribution parents make to our school community, we will be inviting parent helpers 
to our Parent Volunteer Morning Tea, which will be held on Wednesday, December 

Junior School Homework

Reading take home books and practising 
Magic Words every night is an expectation for 
Junior Students at Croydon Hills P.S and this 
task should only take 20 – 30 minutes. 

Your child should be bringing home levelled 
texts as directed by their teacher and these 
books should be relatively easy and enjoyable 
for your child to read. When reading together, 
be patient and talk about the text with your 
child. Reading Eggs and Mathletics are 
excellent tools to help your child further their 
learning at home. 

More formalised homework begins in Year 3, 
so building positive and supportive home 
learning routines at this age would be 

School Uniform
Just a reminder that all students 
are required to be in correct school 
uniform. 

Many students are coming to 
school wearing tights with their 
summer dresses or alternative 
colour shorts. 

Please also ensure that your child 
is dressed for the expected 
weather each day - for example, 
many students are not wearing 
jumpers even though the forecast 
might be for cold weather.

The CHPS Uniform Policy can be 



 

Performing Arts – Mrs Temple
Classroom Music: This Term students in the Junior level will sing, dance, play games, listen to and 
discuss various styles of music and continue to learn music notation. They will be consolidating their 
knowledge of crotchets and quavers and the crotchet rest will be introduced with many listening, 
composing, writing, improvising and reading activities. Students will learn a three-note song on tuned 
percussion and play un-tuned percussion instruments. Students will be rehearsing Christmas songs 
ready for the end of year concert on Wednesday the13th of December.

Music Count Us In: All students will take part in this initiative, whereby around 500,000 students from 
Australia and Australasia sing the same song, at the same time, on the same day. The song is ‘Shine 
Together’ written and recorded by Australian students, the time is 12:00 and the day is Thursday 2rd 
of November. The event is live-streamed from 12 noon and you can tune in from wherever you are to 
watch and listen. Here is a link so that you can listen to this year’s
song and practise at home:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSTKn0E2Q5o 

Junior Rockers Instrumental Lessons: Lessons take place every Tuesday and we have a large 
number of students involved again this year It is important to check the timetable each week as 
lesson times do change from time to time. If you have any queries don’t hesitate to call Junior 
Rockers on 1300 GO ROCK (1300 46 7625) or email them at info@juniorrockers.com

Science - Mrs Kitching
This term in Science, the Junior school students will be studying a Chemical Science unit called 
‘Bend it, Stretch it!’ Students will be experiencing how physically changing an object through 
stretching, bending or folding depends on the material it is made of and its initial shape. They will 
explore how different objects are made of different materials and how they can be changed in a 
variety of ways. Students will conduct experiments which explore how the properties of materials 
change when exposed to different environments (E.g. playdough dries out when not sealed). 

Semester 1 Semester 2
JSY, JBJ, JJC, JKL, JTC JMP, JJO, JKS, JLS

From the Specialists…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSTKn0E2Q5o
mailto:info@juniorrockers.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSTKn0E2Q5o
mailto:info@juniorrockers.com


Physical Education (P.E.) - Mrs McMenaman and Mrs Yorke
The Junior House Cross Country is being held this term on Thursday 9
expected to participate in this event. Boys and girls in Year 1 & 2 will be running in separate races. 
Children can wear their house colours.  We will require the assistance of parents on corners around 
the school so that children know where to go. The information will be loaded onto Compass with a 
form for parents to return if they are able to assist.  Please return this to the classroom teacher if 
you are able to spare a couple of hours on the Thursday morning. We hope the weather will be 
good to all of us for such a fun event. 

The major games focus this term is Cricket and Volleyball with some of the classes having a clinic 
conducted by Cricket Victoria. We were hoping that all classes would have this clinic, however, 
Cricket Victoria have changed their structure of lessons. They will come out and teach the first couple 
of lessons, then Mrs Yorke and myself will follow what they have done and do this with the remainder 
of the classes. 

The Junior House Sports are being held once again this year on the oval on Thursday 14
December. Children can wear their house colours also to this event, which is run by Kelly Sports. 

Also with the weather becoming warmer now in Term 4, could parents please make sure that their 
child brings a water bottle to school for each PE lesson so the children don’t become dehydrated. 

Visual Arts - Miss Michielin
This term students will be exploring the world of mini-beasts through the Indonesian art of batik, using 
wax, ink and fabric to complete their artwork.

All students will have one piece of artwork in the biennial Art Show, Monday 23
Show will begin at 6:30pm till 8pm. Students will be encouraged to discuss and respond about their 
creations, using arts language in the process. 

Art Academy program will be running again on Thursday lunchtime. Towards the end of the year, 
students will have the opportunity to create artworks based on Christmas.

L.O.T.E - Mr Slater
Indonesian for the Junior School is on Wednesday this term. This term the students will practise 
giving their name and age and will learn how to introduce people and state their name and age. They 
will use written and oral language to practise using the numbers one to twenty, including the vocab 
‘ditambah’ (add/plus) and ‘sama dengan’ (equals). The students will also learn about the Indonesian 
folktale, The Mouse, Deer and Crocodile and complete drawing and craft activities to talk about the 
family using vocabulary such as ibu, bapak and adik kakak.


